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THE BAT'l'LEFIELD cowaNDBR JWST A! w. 'l'IIIRS .usmu: 
HDISELF THA'l' HIS SECURifi IS .Al>EQUM'B .AliD .ALERT. 

IliTRODUC'l'ION 

Security in the military sense is defined as "the mea­

sures taken by a command to protect itself from observation, 

annoyance or surprise, and to obtain freedom of movemant for 

itself•. In this discussion we will discuss the necessity for 

the small unit commander to take adequate measures to secure 

his command from tactical surprise. 

'l'o be considered adequate, the security elements o:f a 

command should be of the strength and disposition necessary 

to protect the command from the actions of small en&liiY groups 

or to be able to alert the command of any approach in force 

by' the en-.r in sufficient. time for the command to take any 

action that is demanded by the situation. For example, the 

security elements of a unit occupying a defensive positio:a. 

should be of such strength and dispesition as to be able to 

protect the unit from actions o:f enem7 patrols and, 1n case 

of an attack in force by the eD...,-1 shoull!l be able to alel't . 

the unit and del&T the enemy so that the full striking force 

of the unit can be utilised in carrying out the defensive 

mission. There is no set l'Ule by which a cmmnander can 

determine what security will be necessar7 under any given 

circumstances; and he can detel'mine his needs only by a con­

tinuing estimate of the situation. 

once a eammander has detel'll.ined that bia seeuri ty is 

adequate, he must also assure himself that his security is 
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kept alert. This co be accomplished b7 supervision. 'fhe 

llllloh repeated statement tllat good pl8111'11ng is to no avail 

unless the execution of the plan is efficient!,- supervised 

is as applicable to the maintenance of securit,- as it is to 

an,- other m1li te,- undertaking. . .Uer t:aess of seouri t,. ele­

ments can. onl7 be 118.1nta1ned by positive supe:nision bJ' the 

00111.11ander, his staff and subordiaate leaders. 

If the battlefielcl COllllllander· doee not assure bimsell 
. 

that his securi t,. is adequate ad alert, he is giving the 

ene~ an opportunit,- to use the potent weapon of surprise, 

and this De COIIIDlander can afford. Tl!l.e degree of surprise 

which an eaem-:r is able to obtaiD in an action against a ooa­

mand is in. inverse proportion to the adequac,- and alertness 

of the securi t,. of that O('l!!plaDd. 

HISTORICAL BXAMPLE 1: lst Battalion, 350th In!antr7 (88th· 
InfiDtl'}" Diviaion) at Monte ll'abbrofi 
Ital7 (21 September 1944) 

At about one and a half hours. before darkness on 2~ 

September 1944, the CQWJediug Officer,. 350th Ia1'e.'t171 

part of the 88th Intantr,- i>ivision of the ll'ifth J.:t:IJry erdered 

the lst Battalion of his regiment to go into a tactical 

bivouac on the reverse slope ot MOJITE FABBRO about twe!!,'l;,-• 

seven miles northeast of FLOREJICB, ITALY 1n the APDJJDIBS 

MOUR'l'AIBS.. The 350th Intantr,. had been attaoking over rugged 

mountainous terrain throughout the dq lll'ld had enoountered 

relativ&l7 light ene~ resistance. 'fhe 349th lntantr,. was on 

the left of the regimen'!!, and be,-ond a gap of about 5000 7arda 

on the right flauk was the left fialllk of. the Brit1ah :&1ghth 

J.rrq • The regiment had been advancing with the 2d and M 

. . 
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Battalions in the lead and the lst Battalion in reserve. 

Prior to ordering the lst Battalion into a bivouac, the 

regimental caamsnaer had ordered the 3d Battalion into a 

hasty defensive posi tien on MO:ID BRtlliO, 2000 ,-ards to the 

north and the 2d Battalion into a h-.ty defensive position 

on MONTE DELLA CISTIRA, 1500 ,-ards to the northeast with the 

view of' resuming the advance the f'ollowing dq •. 

At the time he issued the order, the regimental COlli.• 

zander designated the house at VALLIBOJA as the let Battalion 

command post and stated that .the regimental comaand post 

would be located at CASA DI RABBIO. Upon receipt of' the 

order, the Commanding Officer, lst Battalion, Lt. Colonel 

Walter E. Bare, moved his battalion over the route indicated 

to the designated bivouac area. (See Kap A) At this time 

the battalion f'o~ation was a column of companies with the 

order of march: co!lllland group, Cozpan)" A, Cozpmy c, Com­

PIID7 D, Headquarters C'JozptUIT minus, and Cozp8J17 B. Due to 

the hea'Q" equipment carried b7 COlllp&n7 D and its resulting 

slow progress over the steep mountain trails, the last part 

o:fl the battalion column was a .considerable distance behind 

the two leading c0111panies. When the battalion collDIJl reached 

the designated bivouac area, the battalion comaaDder decided 

to dispose t~e battalion with COlllp&DJ A in the northeast 

portion of the battalian area, Caapany C in the northwest 

portion, Compmy D and Headquarters COlllpRD7 minus in the Vici­

nity of the command post and ComptU~T B.in m area astrid.e the 

trail to the south of the command post. 

Darkness closed. in before Companies A and C reached 

their assigned areas, but these two companies. were ver,- short-
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17 organized for the night with lOcal securit7 established. 

The command group established the cammand post on the first 

floor of the building designated b7 the regimental ca.aaDder, 

and the second floor was assigned as sleepiq quarters for 

the c0111111and post personnel. One ro0111 on the first floor and 

the outbuildings were to house the remainder of Headquarters 

CoaparJ7 minus and ComparJ7 D. By' 2200 hours, Compm7 D, Head­

quarters .Compen7, end Compen7 B had not 7et closed into the 

bivouac area. 

At about this time a lone figure earr7ing a lantern ap­

proached the commend post from the steps leadiDg froa the 
' terraced area .on which the command post build1Dg was located 

to a trail below. He called in Italian to the two secur:!.t7 

guards at the commend post entrance. 'fhe guards told him 

to put the light out. The response was a burst from a Ger­

man machine pistol which killed one of the guards and serious-

17 wounded the other. Almost 1mmediatel7 a large group of 

Germans dashed from the steps from which the first aan had 

come end surrounded the command post building in what the7 

called a porcupine formation -- ·two or three aen with auto­

matic weapons at each corner of the house firing in all di­

rections away from the house. 

Simultaneous17, a grenade was thrown into the oo~d 

post catching the battalion commander aDd other personnel 

present eompletel7 b7 surprise. mh&7 all dashed up the 

steps to get their weapons which had been left on the second 

floor and thus permitted the G.eraans to enter the first floor. 

For the next hour and a half a fire fight took place between 

the aericens on the second floor and the Geraans on the 
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first. After about forty five minutes the door to a ~all 

room at the south end of the second floor in Whioh the bat­

talion commander and the S-3 were isolated was blown from 

its hinges by grenades. The two men inside, both of whom 

were wounded, surrendered. About forty five minutes later. 

after not being able to cont'act the companies of the bat­

talion on the radio, the remainder of the command post per­

sonnel surrendered. 

The prisoners were assembled in the command post and 

were being searched and briefly interrogated when the 1st 

Platoon of Company D which had worked its way to a position 

up the hill from the command post opened fire with its ma­

chi•e guns, firing into the canm.and post and the upper floor 

of the building.. Six Germans were wounded, and at this time 

the German commander told the lst Battalion C0111111snder that 

if it became necessary for the Germans to fight· their WQ7 

out they would not take any prisoners, implying that they 

would kill the seven officers and fifteen enlisted men whom 

they held. He gave Lieutenant Colonel Bare two minutes to 

decide to order the battalion to cease fire. (Company A · 

was also fi~ing on the command post at this time with rifl&s 
• and 60 mm mortars.) Thirty seconds later he asked for a 

decision, and Colonel Bare went to the door and yell.ed to the 

battalion to cease fire. 

The battalion ceased firing, and the Germans marched 

the prisoners down the same steps which were ua.ed in the at­

tack on the command post. Just below the steps and at points 

between there and the bottom of the draw the prisoners saw a 

column of Germans consisting of the decimated 2d Battalion. 

'I 
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132d Regiment of the German 44th Division with four mule 

drawn close support howitzers. The German col'WIIJ1 which ha4 

had t~e mission of going into a defensive position in that 

area moved back to the German lines without incident. 

The 1st Battalion, 350th Infantry contacted the regi­

mental commander. and was ordered to secure itself and await 

the arrival of a new battalion commander the following morn­

ing. 

(Above incident narrated by the author who was a platoon 
leader in CompalJ7 c, 350th Infantry at the time ot the incident. 
Information concerning oceurances in the coamad post obtained 
from Lt. Colonel Ja.ea Ritts who was then Executive Officer of' 
the 1st Battalion, 350th Infantry.) 

DISCUSSIOl!J: 

In this example we find a veteran battalion attacking 

as part of a regiment with an e~osed flank, and such a 

situation makes the need tor adequate and alert security 

doubly great and of' utmost concern to the commander; howeVel', 

at the time of' the attack on the command post, there was ne 

announced plan for coordinating security at battalion level. 

The responsibility for maintaining security for the command 

post in the absence of' a battalion security plan devolved on 
• 

the command post itself'. 

'i'wo gueds were not enough to eery out the missiOlil 

of security, and their location prevented their giving an 

alarm in sufficient time to pel'lllit effective action to be 

taken to protect the command post. The security was not onl.7 

inadequate but also unalert since the two gueds who were 

posted allowed a German battalion col..a to approach within 

about one bnndred,feet of the command post without detection. 
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~he undesirable results o:t inadequate and unalert secu­

rity in this case cannot be :measured .f'ully by the loss of 

the seven officers and fifteen enlisted :men who were taken 

prisoner because the effect of the intelligence into~ation 

.· obtained by the Germans in this action on subsequent opera­

tions of the 88th Infantry Division cannot be gauged. 

HISTORICAL EXAMPLB 2J 2d Battalion lst Infantry (6th Infan­
try Division~ at Orion, Bataan, P. I. 
(15-16 February 1945) 

On 15 February 1945, 37 days after the initial landings 

by the Sixth Army on the island of LUZOJI in the PHTI.IPPIIIE 

ISLAJIDS, .the 2d Battalion, 1st Infantry (6th Infantry Divi­

sion) :minus Company F was ordered to occupy the town of 

ORIOJI on the east coast of the BATAAN PENINSULA about half 

way from the base of the Peninsula to the tip. After closing 

on the town at about 1130 hours, the battalion received fur­

ther orders by radio from regimental headquarters at BALABGA; 

7000 yards to the north, that it would secure the town and 

send one reinforced platoon to LDL\Y about 6000 yards to th8 

south to secure the bridge across the LIKIY RIVER at that 

point. (See Hap B) 

The 3d Platoon of G Company was dispatched to LIMAY, 

and· the battalion set about to carry out the reg1llllental order 

to secure the town by establishing a defensive perimeter of 

outposts of three to five :men spaced at intervals of 30 to 50 

yards around the edge of the town which was about 1000 yards 

by 500 yards. E Company was assigned the portion. of the town 

south of the river that runs through the town, and G Company 
' was assigned the portion of the town north of the river, both 

9 



• • 
companies sharing responsibility for the river itself'. The 

heavy machine. guns of Oolll.pany H were distributed throughout 

the perimeter. A road block, consisting of a 37 mm ~ gun 

with canister shot and a half of a rifle squad, was 'estab­

lisb,ed on the north-s9uth highway at the .southern edge of 

the town. A similar road block was established about 500 

yards west of the town on an east-west trail that· leads into 

the towu. The battalion commalld post end its accom.panying 

installations and the 81 mmmortar platoon were located in a 

church and a surrounding cemetery just west of the highwq 

at the north edge of town. 

During the afternoon and the early evening there was 

little indication of the presence of any enemy forces in the 

area, but at about one hour after darkness there was spol'adic 

firing in the western portion of E Company's sector of the 

perimeter. Shortly thereafter the platoon leader of the 

platoon occupying the west portion of the G Company sector 

reported that he believed that Japanese troops were crossing 

the river by a ford about 200 yards west of the town •. Spo­

radic ;t'iring continued in the E Company sector, and at about 

2100 hours the road block on the· highway saw a large group of 

p~ople approaching the town on the highway. The group was 

talking loudly and showed no signs of s.teal th, and so the 
' 

soldiers at the road block assumed that it was a group of 

townspeople returning to their homes. As thE!, group· approach­

ed to within a few yards of the road block, it was recognized 

as a large group of Japanese soldiers. Fearing anD!hilationlt 

the. road block did not opeb fire, and the·Japenese entered the 

defensive perimeter without being fired upon. The enemy group 
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lli.OT!td at a 1'Ull on into the B CompiUlJ position, passed the 

. mortar location whe:re they were rired upon and went on to 

the COIIlp8llj' conmumd post which was .at the south end or the 

only bridge across the river. When ~hey entered the E Cam­

pany command post, the cc-•a»d post persoDDel were unaware o'l: 

their presence in the area. The Japanese killed and wounded 

seTeral Americana as they passed tb.l'ougb the building, and 

then they ran out of the building and across the bridge to­

ward the battalion command poet • 

.As the attack rram the south was taking place, enem;r 

machine guns opened up fr0111 the high ground north or town, 

routing the machine gun outposts outside the cemetel'l'" walls. 

Under cover ot this fire a group of Japanese approached the 

town from the north. Aga:!.n, in this ease, an outpost on the 

' highway thought the Japanese were Filipinos and did not open 

fire. 

The two columns converged on the church, and the JapQeae 

dashed into the battalion command post area and took the COlli-, . 
mand post completely by surprise. Effective reaistaace waa 

impossible, and the command post personnel dispersed in all 

directions to avoid being killed. ~ Japanese then pro• 

ceeded to loot or destroy eve1"1th1ng in the coaaand post area. 

With the fall of the battalion command post, the western 

portion of the G Company sector of' the perimeter tisinte­

grated. 00l!J!I'Un1cat1on and control tb.l'oughout the :battalion 

were now nonexistant, and coordinated aetion.was impossible. 

After a few hours of looting and destruction, the Japan­

ese withdrew from the town by the routes on whioh they had 

entered except tor a nall group that went out of the town 
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. by a route clirectly to the west. The 2d Battalion was unable 

to reorganize prior to the next morning. 

{From a personal experience mon. ograph b7 Major Cecil c. 
Helena who commanded Company G, 1st Infantry) 

DISCUSSIOll: 

'"' In this action we find a battalion in an over extended 

perimeter defense without detached security outposts except 

for the poorly placed road block to .the west of town. !rhe 

outposts of the defensive perimeter .itself were in most 

eases not mntually supporting, and when the shell of peri­

meter was penetrated the entire battalion position disinte­

grated. 

' With the ad~ption of' such a disposition, alertness ia 

imperative on the part of every outpost in theperimeter 

since each outpost carries out the mission of seeurit,r as 

well as a mission or· defense. This example shows the results 

of the failure to maintain ale:L<tness when security was the 

mission of every outpost of the perimetel". 

HISTORICAL EXAMPLE 3: Company J., 508th ParachUte Infantry 
(82d Airborne Division) neal" Reneheaux, 
Btlgium (22-24 December 1944) 

on 21 December 1944, Company A, 508th :Pal"achute Infantry. 

of the 82d Airborne Division, commanded by Captain Jonathan E. 

·-Adams, was assigned a defensive sector in a defensive line 

along the SALK RIVER in BELGIUM. The purpose of the defensive 

position was to cover the withdrawal of' elEilllents of' the 7th 

Armored Division and the l06th Infantry Division which were 

retreating west before the German counteroffensive. Comp~ 
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A., 508th Parachute Infantry occupied a position west of the 

SA.LM near the town of RENCBRA.UX and was astride a highway 

which was a major route of withdrawal tor the elements of 

the retreating divisions which were in the vicinity to the 

east. Company B, 508th Parachute Infantry was on the left 

!'lank of Company A, and the 3d Battalion, ll2th Infantry, 

which had been cut ott in the area and was attached to the 

508th Parachute Infantry, was on the right of the company. 

The company was disposed with the lst Platoon. on the 

south (right) side of the highway, the 3d Platoon On the· 

north of the highway, and the 2d Platoon in support in a 

position about 50 yards to the rear astride the highway. 

(See Map C) The SALII RIVER at this point is untordable, 

and the only avenues of approach into the company position 

were the two railroad bridges and one highway bridge just 

to the front of the center of the company sector. There was 

no natural cover in the area except one small knoll in the_ 

3d Platoon sector which c·ommanded the eastern approaches to 

the three bridges. This knoll wae occupied by two squads 

of: the 3d Platoon. 

Company A had three days in which to prepare its po_si­

tion, and considerable ef:f~rt was put forth in perfecting 

the defensive emplacements. on 22 December a platoon from 

325th Engineers prepared the three bridges in front of the 

company position tor demolition, and the company com-aDder of 

Company A established a group of security outposts on the 

eastern approaches to these bridges. The outposts consisted 

of a squad from the 2d Platoon, and the 2d Platoon Leader was 

responsible for supervising these outposts. During the da3" 
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the outposts occupied positions well to the front, and at 

night they would close in to positions nearer to the bridges 

to prevent being cut ott 1n case of an attack b;r the eneJQ'• 

During the entire . time that Compa117 A was organising 

ita position, elements of the 7th ~ered DiVision were 

hastilY" withdrawing along. the highwq t~ougb. the Comp8Jl7 

sector. EarlY' on 23 December, the COII!pall7 commander was in­

f'o~ed b7 the battalion commander that the 7th Armored Divi~. 

sion was withdrawing its screening f'orces f'rom the east·. The 

battalion commander ordered that the northern railroad bridge 

be destro7ed at 1500 hours and that the two other bridges be 

destroyed at 22.00 hours or af'ter all troops of' the 7th Armored 

Division had withdrawn, whichever was earlier. The outposts 

were alerted, and the platoon leader of' the ,2d Platoon checked 

the demolition charges on the bridges. 

The northern railroad bridge was destro;red as scheduled. 

At 1800 hours the company commander met the Commanding Gener~ 

of the 7th Armored Division at the bridge; and the general in- . 

formed him that it was believed that .all of' that division had 

withdrawn. However, beoause of the pessibilit7 .of isolated 

groups still being east of the river, the OompaDf commander 

was told to withhold q.estro;ring the remaining bridges until 

midnight. The compaft7 commander conSUlted the battalion com­

mander, and the time fer destroying the two r .. aining bridges 

was c~ge4 to 2400 hours. 

At about 2200 hours, one of the outposts on the east of 

the river saw a column of' men approaching from the east. He 

was uncertain whether this col'llmn was Ameri.csn or German until 

it approached to within about 10 7ards. He then dete~ed 
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that the column was German and fired at point b~ank range. 

-The Germans scattered in contusion, and this permitted the 

outposts to withdraw across the bridge on signal from the 

2d Platoon Leader. 

Minutes passed and the bridges were not destroyed. It 

was then discovered that the demolition men had not been 1n 

position at the time of the skirmish and were now unable to 

reach the fuze lighters on the bridges. The situation called 

tor immediate action because the Germans were alread7 coming 

across the bridge. The company COJIDI!snder ordered the 2d 

Platoon Leader to get the bridges destroyed, and so, with tb.e 

eight men who had constituted the outposts, the platoon leader 

rushed back across the bridge followed by the. demolition men. 

This took the Germalls by surprise, and the demolition men . 

were able to pull the 30 second fuzes on signal. The outpost 

group withdrew across the bridge, and shortly thereafter, the 

railroad bridge was destroyed. However, the fuze lighter fer· 

the other bridge had tailed to work. 

The Germall strength was building up inalllmlch as six 

machine g\UlS could be heard firing on the east side of the 

river, and one enem:y tank was firing into the company position. 

Again, under the cover ot' the tires of the other two 

platoons- of the compallY, the outpost group crossed the bridge 

and the demolition men set another fuze. The group withdrew, 

and the fuze exploded but did not detonate the demolitions. 

Finally by placing a box of Composition C-2 on the center of 

the bridge and firing a nbazookau round at it, the bridge was 

destroyed. 

The few Germans Who had crossed the river were soon elimi-
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nated, and bhe river obstacle apparently caused the en~ to 

temporarily abandon the attack. 

Ywo days later the 82d'Airborne Division was ordered to 

witb.dl'aw to a new defensive position ten miles to the rear, 

and Company A, 508th Parachute Infantry took part in this 

orderly withdrawal. 

· (From a personal experience monograph by Captain Jonathan 
E. Adams, Jr., who commanded COlll.pany A, 508th Parachute Infantry) 

DISCUSSION: 

In this case, the company commander made a correct esti­

mate of his security needs. Alertness. was maintained, and at 

the critical time the security outposts carried out their 

aaaigned mission in a commendable manner. Although the fail­

ure of' the demolition men to be at their posts nearly caused 

the mission to tail~ the aggressive action by the 2d Platoon 

Leader saved the situation. If' the security in this situ­

ation had not been adequate and alert, it is not hard to im­

agine what the tate of' the company would have been. As it wa.a · 

the company delayed the German advance and was subsequently 

able to withdraw to a new defensive line atter fulfilling 

its miSsion along the SALM RIVER. 

HISTORICAL RUMPLE 4: 2d Battalion, 324th Infantry (44th 
Infantry Division) at Buchen Busch 
Woods, France (15 February 1945) 

• 
Early in February 19451 the 2d Battsl~on, 324th Infantry 

of the 44th Infantry Division received a warning order that 

stated that the division would make a limited objective attack 

in its zone in the near future to reduce the GRAS REDERCHIBG 
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reintrant in the Seventh Army front. The warning order 

also stated that the 2d Battalion would attack in its zone 

and that its objective would be the eastern portion of 

BUCHEN BUSCH WOODS Which was located on COmJR«nding ground 

about llOO yards to the north of the most advanced point 

ot the battalion main line of resistance. 

During the next few days, the battalion carried on a 

program of aggressive patrolling and obtained the following 

information about the German position to their front: 

(1) The BUCHEN BUSCH WOODS proper were strongly 

held end surrounded by a minefield; 

(2) The area to the east of the woods was lightly 

held -- covered by fire from the woods by day and 

outposted during the night by a series of lightly 

manned positions; 

(3) The night positions were changed from night to 

night but were withdrawn to the woods at about one 

hour before daylight each day. 

Armed with this information the battalion proceeded with 

detailed plans for the attack. 

At 1200 hours 14 February 1945, an order was received. 

stating that the coordinated attack by the entire 44th Divi­

sion would be made at 0645 hours 15 February. At the desig­

nated hour on the day of the attack the 2d Battalion ~1D0h­

ed 1 ts attack according to a care tully developed plan. A. 

base of fire consisting of Cannon Compan7, .Anti-tank Compaay., 

H Compan,- minus, D Company and attac~ed M-36 tank destroyers 

was located at MALINGERHOFF FARM and was the base of fire 

17 
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tor the-~egimental plan of maneuver. This,base of fire was 

divided into two parts to support each of the assault bat­

talions and was protected by one company from the ~st Bat­

talion and one platoon of Company E. For the sake of sur­

prise no artillery preparation was laid down. 

B Company minUs one platoon with one section of heavy 

machine guns attached led the 2d Battalion Which was in a 

column of companies. (See Map D) It passed through the 

German lines east of BUCHEN BUSCH WOODS without being chal­

lenged by a German outpost and established two combat out­

posts of platoon strength -- one at a crossroads about 500 

yards to the rear of the German position and another on the 

nose of small knoll about 400 yards east of the crossroads .,..,. 

to prevent reinforcement of the Ge~an position in the woods. 

Company F followed Company E and, enroute to an assanlt 

position in the rear of the German position, encountered 

only one German sentinel. He ran away without firing a shot 
I 

or sounding an ala.rm.. 

G Company followed F Company and, in carrying out its 

mission of protecting the hank and rear of the b!lttalion, 

established a defensive position to the east of BUCHEN BUSCH 
' 

WOODS. It also encountered one German sentry who was killed 

before he could sound an alarm. 

At 0645 hours F Company assaulted the German position 

from the rear, and by 0820 hours the 2d Battalion was re-: 

organizlf.ng on its objective. The battalion had killed forty 

Germans, captured sixty and dr.qve an undetel'lliined :muaber 

into the 3d Battalion zone where they were caught in the 

open by the attack of Company L. 

18 



• • 
(From a personal experience monograph by Major Joseph 

K. Flesh who was Executive Officer of lst Battalion1 324th 
Infantry) · 

DISCUSSION: 

In this example we find an .American battalion which car­

ried out a well planned and well coordinated attack against. 

a Ierman strong point. The efficient planning ~d flawless 

execution or the attack must not be minimized; however, a 
i" 

major factor in the defeat or the German unit occupying the 

strong point was the inadequacy and unalertness or its secur­

ity. They allowed the American oattalio,.to send patrols 

close to their position 8nd learn their disposition -and habits, 

and at the critical time they did not have sutticieDt securiti 

to warn or the attack. The disastrous result or inadequate 

security in this case needs little comment. It was a con­

clusive defeat tor the Ge~an unit • 

.,-:oNCLU§IOII 

The historical exa:mplea which have been examined point 

out in a C"Onclusive msJmer the importance ot security \c the • battlefield cOllllll.snder. By correctly estimating the .security 

demands ot the situation facing him and constituting ~· 
. 

security on the basis or these demands and by providing the 

necessary supervision to ke.ep battle weary outpostJs alert, . ., 
the battle field commander can secure his OOIIIIliiDd from. &\11'­

prise; however, if he tails to do this he is inviting defeat. 

The battlefield commander must at ~l times assure himself 

th*t his security is adequate and alert. 

•• 
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